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This 3rd volume of the Marie Antoinette Romances begins a decade 
after the close of "The Mesmerist’s Victim” and is based on a real 
scandal in Louis XVI’s court, commonly called “The Diamond 
Necklace Affair.” In this volume, the plotting of a powerful occultist, 
Count Cogliostro (or “Balsamo”), collides with the long-festering 
resentments of a previous royal house, Jeanne de Valois (de la 
Motte), a growing popular movement for sociopolitical reform, and a 
shrinking supply of bread. It is easy to see how converging 
sociopolitical challenges can threaten the monarchy, but how can 
the court of Louis XVI overcome these challenges amidst a famine? 
After all, in the words of his economic advisor, Turgot de l'Aulnes, 
“Ne vous mêlez pas du pain” (One must not meddle with bread)! - 
Summary by jvanstan 

Read by John van Stan.  Total running time: 16:41:31

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, 
distributed, or modified without permission. For more information 
or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture based on poster of French edition. Copyright expired 
in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws.
Cover design by Annise. This design is in the public domain. 
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